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HOUSE BILL 66 ESTABLISHING THE ILLINOIS ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL COMMISION
APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE
House Bill 66, an Act that would establish the Illinois Route 66 Centennial Commission just passed the
Illinois House on Thursday February 23, 2017, by a 115 – 0 vote.
“Route 66 is the most famous road in the world and it begins here in Illinois” stated Bill Kelly, Executive
Director of the Illinois Route 66 National Scenic Byway. “People from across the country and around the
globe will be coming here to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Mother Road in 2026. Visitors will be
spending time in the communities and at the attractions along Route 66 in Illinois. Route 66 tourism
already has a very significant positive impact on Illinois’ local and state economies. That economic
contribution will continue to grow as we get closer to the Anniversary. I’m very pleased that Illinois is
the first State to introduce legislation that would establish a Commission that would help Communities
and the State take full advantage of this unique Event.”
As stated in HB 66:
“2026 will mark the Centennial of the creation of Route 66. The Centennial is an opportunity to
promote the preservation and commemoration of Route 66 including, but not limited to,
existing roadways, buildings, and attractions along the route. The Centennial is also an
opportunity to celebrate the important history of Route 66 in Illinois through commemorative,
educational, and community events. The Centennial Celebration may include events about the
history of how local communities grew and changed with the construction of Route 66, the
cultural impact of Route 66 within the United States and internationally, the portrayal of Route
66 in music, artwork, and folklore, and how to maintain the mystique and appeal of Route 66 for
future generations.”
“I’d like to thank Representative Tim Butler for his leadership in introducing HB 66, “said Kelly. “I’d also
like to thank all of the Co-Sponsors and the Illinois Route 66 Legislative Caucus for their support. Senator
Pam Althoff will be sponsoring HB 66 in the Illinois Senate and I’d like to thank her for her support.”

